Estimating the chance of an inadequately immunised child getting pertussis.
Before informed advice can be given to parents and health care workers about the need for pertussis immunisation, an estimate of the risk of inadequately immunised children contracting pertussis is needed. The study reported here was conducted because the literature contains no such estimates of risk. Analysis was made of a county's Notification of Disease Reports. Computation was carried out of age-specific annual notification rates of pertussis amongst adequately and inadequately immunised children. It was found that inadequately immunised one-year-old children probably have more than a one in six chance of developing pertussis before age ten.